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MESSAGE
The World Rabies Day, held on September 28 every year, was
initiated by GARC (Global Alliance for Rabies Control) in 2007 to
create a global opportunity for people to unite in rabies prevention.
Since then, it has grown year on year, with hundreds of thousands
of people organizing and participating in local, regional and national
events, on or around September 28. Rabies is 99.9% fatal, but it is
also 100% preventable. Eliminating the disease by vaccinating dogs
protects them and stops transmission to people.
I am happy to learn that the World Rabies Day is observed in
the Islands along with the rest of the world with the theme of
“Share the message: Save a life” to create awareness and
provide information on disease prevention and control. It is
significant here to mention that Andaman and Nicobar Islands is one
of the only regions in India which is still free from this disease. We
can continue to maintain this position in future by contribution of all
the stakeholders through strict quarantine and disease surveillance.
The need is to be vigilant and create awareness among the masses
including the pet owners.
I extend my best wishes towards this endeavour.

Sd/(Admiral D K Joshi)
PVSM, AVSM, YSM, NM, VSM(Retd.)

Lieutenant Governor
Andaman & Nicobar Islands

LG felicitates top rank holders of AISSE & AISSCE

Exhorts students to plan their goals
early in life & focus more on
skill development
Port Blair, Sept.27: It was a proud moment for the students
of the Isles who received medals and certificates today for their
exceptional performances in the CBSE (Class 10th and 12th)
examinations-2018. At an award ceremony organized by the
Education Department at Raj Niwas this morning, the Lt. Governor,
A&N Islands, Admiral D K Joshi, PVSM, AVSM, YSM, NM, VSM
(Retd.) felicitated the 5 top rank holders in 4 different streams of
AISSCE (Class XII) and 5 toppers of AISSE (Class X)-2018. The
function was also attended by the Chief Secretary, A&N
Administration, Shri Chetan B. Sanghi, PBMC Chairperson, Smt.
Anusia Devi, Senior Officers of the A&N Administration, students,
parents and educationists from across the spectrum of govt. and
private.
Addressing the gathering, mostly students and their proud
parents, the Lt Governor, at the outset, congratulated and
complimented the students who have won different awards and the
schools, for their brilliant performances.
The Lt. Governor opined that now a days, the field of
education is changing more rapidly than any other field; hence no
investment can ever be counted as too much in the sector of
education. “I cannot think of a sector where a State or a Govt. can
make better investment than in the sector of education, because the
youth of today, the young citizens of the country, are the future of
tomorrow”, he said.
The Lt. Governor exhorted the students and youth to set their
goals early in life and work hard to achieve them. “Youth should
focus more on skill development instead of merely acquiring more
and more degrees”, said the Lt Governor, adding that the Govt of
India is also emphasizing more on skill development of the country’s
youth. The Lt Governor conveyed his best wishes to all the students
for their future endeavors.
The Lt. Governor also handed over the Ajay Mathew Memorial
Gold Medal to Kumari Karandeep Kaur of Carmel Sr. Secondary

School, the Island topper of AISSCE(class XII)- 2018 who scored
98.2 percent marks.
The Navy Children School, Minnie Bay was awarded the Best
Secondary School (Urban) while JNV Panchavati, Rangat as the Best
School (Rural). The best Senior Secondary School (Urban) was also
awarded to Navy Children School, Minnie Bay while Crescent Public
School, Wimberlygunj was awarded for being the Best School
(Rural). Govt. Girls School Port Blair, GSSS Rangat and GSSS
Lapathy, Car Nicobar received awards for the Best Senior Secondary
Schools under A&N Administration in South Andaman, N&M
Andaman and Nicobar District respectively. The Navy Children
School, Minnie Bay also bagged the award for the Overall Best
Senior Secondary School in A&N Islands.
In his keynote address, the Chief Secretary congratulated the
students for their brilliant performance in the Board examinations.
He complimented the students for their hard work, teachers and the
proud parents for their collective efforts in producing good results in
the class 10th and 12th Board exams.
Expressing happiness that most of the medal winners are girl
students, the Chief Secretary stated that the remarkable
performance of the girl students in academics shows that the ‘Beti
Bachao-Beti Padhao’ programme of the Central Govt. is
implemented in these Islands in its true spirit.
Acknowledging that the Govt. Schools have done well in the
CBSE exams, the Chief Secretary complimented the teachers for
putting their best efforts in shaping the lives of the students. He
said, the Administration will ensure that the teachers get the basic
infrastructure facilities while being posted in remote Islands. Efforts
are also on by the Administration to introduce good courses and
bring good University campus in these Islands, the Chief Secretary
added.
Welcoming the chief guest and others present on the occasion,
the Director of Education Deptt, Shri Shubhankar Ghosh said that
Board exams are very important for the CBSE and the students. He
further said that it is not only the students, but the entire academiceco system which includes the teachers, the school environment and
efforts of parents, that contribute towards producing good results.
The Department of Education not only felicitates the individual
students but also the schools which have performed well as a Unit,

said the Director conveying his best wishes to the students for their
future endeavors.

Training-workshop for Structural Engineers gets underway

Development activities in A&N Islands
are poised for rapid growth: LG

Port Blair, Sept. 27: With an aim to enhance the capability of
Engineers of different Departments and private sector, in the field of
construction of earthquake resistant buildings and structures in these
Islands which would be able to survive in the most severe earthquakes,
along with other focused areas like retrofitting of existing lifeline of
buildings and vertical expansion of buildings, the Directorate of Disaster
Management, A&N Administration in coordination with Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research (CSIR) - Central Building Research Institute
(CBRI), Roorkee, Uttrakhand is conducting a two-days’ training workshop
for Structural Engineers of A&N Islands. The workshop was inaugurated
by the Lt. Governor, A&N Islands, Admiral D K Joshi, PVSM, AVSM, YSM,
NM, VSM (Retd.) in the conference hall of Megapode Resort here this
morning. The Chief Secretary, A&N Administration, Shri Chetan B Sanghi,
Senior Scientist, CSIR-CBRI, Dr. Suvir Singh, Scientists from CSIR-CBRI,

Roorkee, senior officers of the Administration, Engineers from A&N
Islands, Engineers from Military Engineering Wing were present on
the occasion.
Delivering the inaugural address, the Lt. Governor remarked
that the training -cum- workshop for Structural Engineers of A&N
Islands is a seminal event on three fundamental contents viz. the
A&N Islands are at the cusp of transformational changes under the
aegis of Islands Development Agency (IDA) of which he is also the
Vice Chairman. He stated that major changes are underway and
approved projects are under various stages of clearance which
involves construction activities such as buildings, roads, bridges etc.
in the Isles. There could not have been a better time to conduct this
seminar to cover the structural content aspect than now, he said
and informed about the 4 mega projects of the hospitality sector
viz. holistic development of Ross & Smith in the North Andaman,
besides Long Island, Avis Island and Neil Islands which are at a very
advance stage and hoped that by the end of this year, the contracts
can be awarded for these projects. He also informed about the
Investors’ Meet which was held at Delhi in the month of August,
2018, which will be followed up by rapid succession, and said, the
development activities in A&N Islands are poised for a very rapid
growth.
Secondly, he mentioned about the availability of land to
execute these mega projects in A&N Islands, and said, more than
90% of the Islands has green cover and only about 6 % of the land
is available for revenue activities for carrying out construction of
infrastructures and other projects in the Islands. He said, the
Administration is working in this direction and is trying to free up
some of the green cover/forest area by offering compensatory
afforestation to green cover deficient states in mainland, some of
which have only 4 to 5 % of green cover. Thirdly, the Lt. Governor
mentioned about the Master Plan especially that of Port Blair and
Havelock, and said the Administration is in the process of drafting
Master Plan for other parts of the Islands too. The Lt. Governor also
informed about the visit of the team from the A&N Administration to
Japan recently during which the team have acquired in-depth
knowledge on preparedness of tackling disastrous situation which
will be handy while dealing with the disasters, if any, in these
Islands.
The Lt. Governor also mentioned about countries like Japan
and those lying in the Pacific region which are prone to greater

frequency and intensity in natural disaster and having a
demographic growth, greater than the A&N Islands, yet have been
able to manage to construct high rise buildings and sky scrapers
while the A&N Islands are limited to three or four storey buildings.
In view of this, accordingly, the Directorate of Disaster Management
was directed to identify and get in touch with competent agency
with requisite domain expertise to offer guidance to the
Administration, he said, and complimented the Directorate of
Disaster Management for having identified the Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research (CSIR) - Central Building Research Institute
(CBRI), Roorkee as the competent agency to impart knowledge/
expertise in this field. The Lt. Governor further stated that this
workshop has its relevance for all engineers and contractors
including the private ones in these Islands and expressed hope that
it would yield beneficial outcomes which would be of immense help
to the engineers of these Islands. He also urged the participant
engineers to draw maximum benefit from this two-day workshop
and clarify their doubts, if any.
Speaking on the occasion, the Chief Secretary complimented
the CPWD/APWD for their outstanding constructions. He also
remarked that besides sensitizing the Engineers, those involved in
public building process should also be included and this workshop
should be a good takeaway for the engineers who have exhibited a
good performance. The Chief Secretary remarked that there is a
need to look into the issue of topography and soil condition,
vulnerability which differs from Island to Island. All these, he said,
are needed to be considered, so as to prepare ourselves for better
disaster management while preparation should be in such a manner
that all the Islands’ variation in terms of soil condition and
vulnerability should enable us to be prepared to work towards those
points. He also lauded the CSIR-(CBRI) for their valuable guidance
during the workshop which will go a long way in helping the Islands
in terms of Disaster Management. He also threw light on the
improved communication set up available here in the Islands and
stated that the number of SAT phones will also be increased from 20
to 54 while every EOS in other Islands should be equipped with
earth moving and tree cutting equipments. The Chief Secretary also
mentioned about various projects proposal of the Administration like
interlinking of group of Islands with bridges and facility of cycling
tracks, big convention centre which can be achieved through the
intervention of technology.

In her welcome address, the Secretary, Disaster Management,
Dr. Monica highlighted about the objectives of the workshop which is
aimed at enhancing the capacity of Engineers in the field of
earthquake resilience buildings and structures in A&N Islands. She
said, the A&N Islands are classified under seismic zone V, considered
to be seismically most active. She also outlined the achievements of
Directorate of Disaster Management in these Islands under various
capacity building programmes and state of art communication
facility available in the Islands and implementation of various
disaster management and awareness programmes at the
community and school level by involving grass root level, PRIs,
tribal council besides identification of incident response system at
State, District and Islands’ level.
Dr. Suvir Singh, Senior Scientist, CSIR-CBRI while speaking
explained about the concept and mode of the workshop besides the
activities, objectives of CSIR-CBRI.
The inaugural session culminated with the vote of thanks
proposed by the Director, Disaster Management, Shri Govind Ram.
This was followed by technical sessions wherein the resource
persons and experts from Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR) - Central Building Research Institute (CBRI),
Roorkee, Uttrakhand dwelt on various topics. Dr. Ajay Chaurasia,
Scientist, CSIR-CBRI highlighted about lessons learnt from past with
case study of Manipur earthquake, Disaster resistant designs of
buildings- basic concepts and multi- hazard building bye laws,
design and construction of RC buildings, ideal seismic resistant
features, basics of earthquake engineering etc. while Dr. Suvir
Singh, Senior scientists, CSIR-CBRI threw light on Fire protection
measures in buildings, importance of confinement of fire to stop its
rapid spread, stages of spread of fire, fire safety strategies, natural
building code etc. Shri T.K.S Ajayan, Assistant Director (Ops),
Disaster Management, A&N Administration highlighted about
vulnerability profile and disaster preparedness of A&N Islands,
response mechanism from SEOC, emergency communication for
disaster response, level of participation and observation network of
INCOIS, preparedness and capacity building.
A video on activities of CSIR- CBRI was also screened on the
occasion. The participants also interacted and put forth their queries
which were answered by the resource persons. Books and materials
pertaining to Disaster Management and earthquake resistance

building patterns by CSIR- CBRI were also presented to the
dignitaries.
On Sept. 28, the workshop will continue with three more
sessions, feedbacks from participants which will be followed by a
valedictory function in the evening.

Transformational infrastructure involving construction of roads/bridges/projects
is underway in A&N Islands under the aegis of Islands Development Agency. The
land constraints necessitate vertical growth in the Islands which will require
intensive structural engineering inputs. The CSIR-CBRI workshop inaugurated
by Admiral D K Joshi PVSM, AVSM, YSM, NM, VSM (Retd.), Hon’ble LG, A&N
Islands is a new step towards disaster resilient infrastructure
creation in the Islands.

